JZ                         THE  GOVERNMENT OF VICHY
Slow because of the complicated procedures; costly by reason of
the innumerable intermediaries who come in, barristers, solicitors,
court officers, and so on. The failure of the judicial system had
been well established, as was shown by the growth of arbitration.
Every one was looking for a clean sweep.
Actually, the Vichy Government confined itself to getting rid
of those magistrates who appeared insufficiently subservient. And
as even when thus purged the legal personnel did not appear
reliable enough, it set up extraordinary jurisdictions to try its
most dangerous enemies, the Supreme Court of Justice and the
Court Martial and the Tribunal of State.
Contrary to all principles it has created new crimes or offences,
and made them retrospective. And it has invested itself with
powers that till then belonged only to the judicial authority, such
as the power to imprison supposed delinquents, and to pass
sentence on them.
Here the schedule of what promises have actually been fulfilled
amounts to nil,
VI. Public Finance
However, let us patiently continue out survey of the reforms
announced to the National Assembly:
As arbiter of the common interests of all Frenchmen, it [the
Government] will strive in this work to lighten by the strictest
economy the burden of public expenditure which has been rendered
overwhelming by an unsuccessful war.
So declares the preamble.
The budget of 1939 was for 66 milliards of francs.
The budget of 1941 is for 300 milliards (including the war
indemnity).
No other comment is called for.
VII. Work and Merit
The restoration of individual worth is one of the essential
articles in the programme of the "National Revolution/'
The preamble expressed itself in the following terms:
The restoration of the hierarchy of ability will remain the most
urgent task in every domain. Every Frenchman in the home country
or in the Empire must be assigned his place, in which he will best
serve our country. Only one aristocracy will be recognized: the
aristocracy of intelligence; one sole merit:. work. They will guide
the country towards its new destiny, that of eternal France, to continue
the sacred task of the ages.